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The world does its best to help us become jolly. Before Christmas we begin to see lights, trees, 
and decorations. I havenõt heard Christmas music yet, but I know it is coming. There will be 
bells, carolers, and hundreds of Santas trying to get us to be Jolly just like them. 
 We are to learn to be generous with gift giving just as Santa is. This all helps the economy 
and helps to make the season bright. One of the keys to being jolly is to indulge in cookies, 
cakes, feasts, and egg nog. This is to make us resemble Santa in more ways than just being jolly. 
 But the voice of Advent calls us in another direction. The prophetõs cry is to be awake 
and to be ready. We are to prepare our hearts so that when the Lord arrives, this time there will 
be room in the inn. Advent bears a great deal of similarity to Lent. Both are seasons of prepara-
tion. Both are seasons in which the church dresses in purple. Both encourage us to be ready for 
the arrival of the King. There is a great temptation in Advent to light the Advent wreath and call 
it a day in regard to our Christmas preparations. Yes, we will hang lights and put up a tree, but 
that falls more in line with being jolly and becoming like Santa. 
 This year it has struck me that I might do better to observe Advent by preparing for the 
arrival of Jesus and seeking to be more like Him than like Santa. 
 I realize I am walking close to the line of becoming more like Scrooge: òChristmas, Bah 
Humbugó. Iõm sure some will say that moving away from jolly is precisely becoming Scrooge. 
But this is not necessarily accurate. I think we can move away from a commercial Christmas in 
such a way that it helps us recover a real Christmas, a spiritual Christmas.  
 This year, I am going to seek to observe Advent much the way I observe Lent. In Lent, 
we utilize spiritual disciplines to prepare for Easter. The disciplines are designed to create an 
empty space that we can fill with Godõs Word. Disciplines of 
emptying are always paired with disciplines of filling. We may 
practice silence to empty ourselves from noise and in order to 
create a space that we can fill with prayer, Bible Study or wor-
ship. In essence, I want to prepare this Advent season by emp-
tying myself to create the space that I might fill it with praise, 
and prayer, and worship. To do so, I will seek to avoid the 
kind of things that make me jolly and seek the things that will 
make me ready. I encourage you to join me on this Advent 
journey. Let our Advent be about more than lighting four can-
dles. In doing so, Iõm sure my Christmas will be about more 
than opening presents from Santa. Iõm praying I will have tak-
en a few steps closer on the journey of becoming more like my 
Savior. Iõm praying I will not be looking under a tree for hap-
piness, but rather looking upé looking into the cloudsé for 
the coming of my King. 
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ˡ̙̌̍̉̇̈̔ ˧̏̄ˍ ̖̇̉̅ ̓̕ ̇̒́̃̅ ̔̏ ̃́̓̔ ̗̙́́ ̔̈̅ ̗̏̒̋̓ ̏̆ ̄́̒̋̎̅̓̓ˍ ́̎̄ ̐̔̕ ̏̎ ̔̈̅ ́̒̍̏̒ ̏̆ 

̌̉̇̈̔ˍ ̗̎̏ ̉̎ ̔̈̅ ̔̉̍̅ ̏̆ ̔̈̉̓ ̍̏̒̔́̌ ̌̉̆̅ ̉̎ ̗̈̉̃̈ ̙̏̒̕ ˳̏̎ ˪̅̓̓̕ ˣ̈̒̉̓̔ ̃́̍̅ ̔̏ ̖̉̓̉̔ ̓̕ ̉̎ 

̇̒̅́̔ ̙̈̍̉̌̉̔̕˛ ̔̈́̔ ̉̎ ̔̈̅ ̌́̓̔ ̙̄́ˍ ̗̈̅̎ ̈̅ ̓̈́̌̌ ̃̏̍̅ ́̇́̉̎ ̉̎ ̈̉̓ ̇̌̏̒̉̏̓̕ ̙̍́̊̅̓̔ ̔̏ ̊̄̇̅̕ 

̂̏̔̈ ̔̈̅ ̖̌̉̉̎̇ ́̎̄ ̔̈̅ ̄̅́̄ˍ ̗̅ ̙̍́ ̒̉̓̅ ̔̏ ̔̈̅ ̌̉̆̅ ̉̍̍̏̒̔́̌˛ ̔̈̒̏̇̈̕ ̈̉̍ ̗̈̏ ̖̌̉̅̓ ́̎̄ 

̒̅̉̇̎̓ ̗̉̔̈ ̙̏̕ ́̎̄ ̔̈̅ ˨̙̏̌ ˳̐̉̒̉̔ˍ ̏̎̅ ˧̏̄ˍ ̗̎̏ ́̎̄ ̆̏̒ ̖̅̅̒ˌ ˡ̍̅̎ˌ  

ôTis the Season to Be Jolly 

With love 
in Christ, 
+Bishop Mark 
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