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O0Ti s theSeason to Be Jo

The world does its best to help us become jolly. Before Christmas we begin to see lights, tre
and decorations. | havendt heard Chri st me
bells, carolers, and hundreds of Santas trying to get us to be Jolly just like them.

We are to learn to be generous with gift giving just as Santa is. This all helps the eco
and helps to make the season bright. One of the keys to being jolly is to indulge in cookies,
' cakes, feasts, and egg nog. This is to make us resemble Santa in more ways than just bein
. But the voice of Advent calls us in ar
B . anfl to be ready. We are to prepare our hearts so that when the Lord arrives, this time there

W| t h be koo ilheEhn. Advent bears a great deal of similarity to Lent. Both are seasons of prep
., tion. Both are seasons in which the church dresses in purple. Both encourage us to be reac
N C fhefarrival 8 tite King. There is a great temptation in Advent to light the Advent wreath and
] : it a day in regard to our Christmas preparations. Yes, we will hang lights and put up a tree, |
=4 B | S Hw()‘alt? r_noreM_h%e \thhpqelng jolly and_becomlng like Santa. _

his year it has struck me that | might do better to observe Advent by preparing for tt
arrival of Jesus and seeking to be more like Him than like Santa.

|l realize | am walking close to the 1|
Humbugo. |l &m sure some will say that movi
But this is not necessarily accurate. | think we can move away from a commercial Christma:
such a way that it helps us recover a real Christmas, a spiritual Christmas.

This year, | am going to seek to observe Advent much the way | observe Lent. In Ler
we utilize spiritual disciplines to prepare for Easter. The disciplines are designed to create a
empty space that we can fill with Godos \
emptying are always paired with disciplines of filling. We
practice silence to empty ourselves from noise and in or
Inside this issue: create a space that we can fill with prayer, Bible Study o
- ship. In essence, | want to prepare this Advent season b
Ordinations 2 | tying myself to create the space that | might fill it with pr:
Farhi das aaq Rraver, and worship. To.do so, | will seek to .avoidt
kind of things that make me jolly and seek the things tha
ground the 4 | make me ready. | encourage you to join me on this Advg

locese journey. Let our Advent be about more than lighting fou
Around Diocese |d | e s . Il n doing so, Il Om su as
= ABQ Deanery than opening presents fro pr e

% SOMA healing | €N @ few steps closer on the journey of becoming more
® confereficesni |>aVvior. 1 6m praying | wi | : B i ng
piness, but rather | ookin h B 1T

u o
i SOMA informe7 | the coming of my King.
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